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Travelling the circular Route on the iconic No. 28 Bus 

 

The search is on for lovers of Dartmouth Park who would be willing to appear in a video talking about 

their memories and personal views relating to the Park. A team of volunteers under Matthew Wood, of 

The Change Consortium, would be very pleased to hear from people who would like to be part of this 

project and Matthew can be contacted on 0121 569 2615. 

On Saturday 10 June we had a lovely time touring West Bromwich on 
a bus introduced into service in 1952.  The tour evoked lots of 
memories for those who had used the bus during the years it was in 
service.  We were a great attraction in the town, with people waving 
and taking photographs. 

The 156 Group who restored and maintain the bus are from left to right 
in the photograph above: Mark Sherwood, who drove, Dave Wootton, 
Graham Harper, who purchased the bus 50 years ago, Howard Carter 
and Ian Rhydderch. 

We had to have a morning and afternoon tour to accommodate 
everyone who wanted to take the opportunity to ride on the bus, and 
we had a buffet lunch between trips at the West Bromwich  
Bowling Club in Devonshire Drive. 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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Green Flag Judges visit the Park for an inspection 

The sun shone for the Green Flag 

judges to inspect the Park on Friday 

26 May.   

The Park looked stunning and was 

busy with families enjoying 

themselves.   

The photograph on the left was taken 

from the viewing point at the top of the 

Pavilion and was a perfect place to get 

an overview of the Park and the 

Sandwell Valley beyond.  We are so 

lucky to have this wonderful 

greenspace in our Borough. 

The judges were Sarah Reece Mills on 

the left of the photograph and Gary 

Nicholson on the right of the 

photograph, together with John 

Satchwell, Park Manager, Carol Hartill, 

Friends of Dartmouth Park, and 

Darren Jones, Manager for Parks and 

Countryside. 

We look forward to learning the results 

of the judges’ visit in the near future. 

Dartmouth Park Needs You 

Come and join our friendly group of volunteer gardeners and help to keep 
Dartmouth Park looking beautiful.  They meet on either a Tuesday or Friday 

morning between 10.00 and 12.00 (or both days if you’re keen).  The gardening is 
followed by refreshments and lively conversation. 

If you would like more information please contact  
Annette on 07963 101750  

or just come along for a chat when the gardeners are in the Park. 
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Friends of Dartmouth Park's HLF project to rehouse the  

West Bromwich Mural now complete with the launch of a book telling the story of 

the project and William Burgess the artist responsible for the Mural 

The project to remove William Burgess's West Bromwich Mural 
from the West Bromwich Building Society's old HQ in the High 
Street and rehouse it at Sandwell Park Farm started in 2015 with 
the HLF Grant. It was also in 2015 that the Building Society 
transferred its ownership to the Friends of Dartmouth Park.  

When the Building Society moved to its new HQ in Providence 
Place in May 2016, our contractor moved into the old HQ, removed 
the mural and successfully installed it at Sandwell Park Farm. We 
held a launch event in June 2016 to celebrate its relocation to its 
new home where it could be viewed by the general public. 

There was a small amount of grant monies left and we approached 
the HLF with a proposal to produce a book recording William 
Burgess's work for the Building Society over a 20 year period, 
together with his many other commissions. The HLF agreed to this 
proposal and on the 23 May 2017 we held a small event to launch 
the limited edition book, entitled 'New Beginnings - The Story of the 
Saving of a Mural' and William presented copies to those people 
who had been involved in the project. 

The Friends of Dartmouth Park are very pleased to be the proud 
owners of this wonderful artwork, and for it to be on display in its 
new home where it can be appreciated by the many visitors to 
Sandwell Park Farm. 

The book is available to borrow from local libraries. William Burgess and Carol Hartill at the launch 

                                       

     Armed Forces Day in Dartmouth Park  

on Saturday 24 June 

Saturday 24 June is definitely a date for your diary.  At 11am the event starts with a Military Parade and 

Marching Bands.  This is followed by a family fun day with lots of displays in the arena and activities in the Park 

for all ages, plus a variety of stalls and refreshments. Entrance to the Park is free. 

Please show your support for the men and women of our armed forces by joining in the celebrations.  

Visit to the Royal Naval Association Club 

in West Bromwich  

arranged for Saturday 28 October  

Sticking to a military theme, we have arranged a visit to the 
Royal Naval Association Club in Bull Lane, West Bromwich.  The 
Club is a treasure trove of Naval Memorabilia collected or 
donated over many years. 

We will have the privilege of listening to the Club’s last surviving 
sub-mariner who has many stories from his service in WW2. 

The visit will start with a buffet lunch at 1pm and the cost will be 
£5 per person. 

Please book your place, at what should be a very interesting 
afternoon, by sending your £5 to the address on the front page of 
the newsletter for a ticket.  

 Free Event 

School Holiday Treat for 
Children in Dartmouth Park 
on Wednesday 9th August 

11am to 1pm  
in the Events Room in the 

‘Fort’  
Dudley Zoo Small Animals 

also Face Painting and crafts. 
Bring along your children and 

grandchildren to this  
Free Event 
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The 5th Earl of Dartmouth, who first gave Dartmouth Park to the people of West Bromwich, had the title Viscount 
Lewisham when he came of age in August 1844. The newspaper cuttings below give contemporary descriptions 
of some of the birthday celebrations. It is amazing how wide-ranging they were and to see how the Dartmouths 
interacted with the ordinary residents of the town. Tea and buns for 1600 schoolchildren. Wow!  

The ‘Four Acres’ was where Park Crescent is 
now and between 1882 and 1885 was the 
home of West Bromwich Albion. 

Below the ‘Four Acres’ site from a later map. 

Cannon, Fireworks and Church Bells for the 21st birthday of Viscount Lewisham 
by Mark Barrett 


